EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT  WAR        [1918

" Je me bats devant Paris ;  je me bats & Paris;
je me bats deiriere Paris."

But Ludendorff could turn his startling success
to no account. He tried to press westward but
without success. On 9th June he made an attempt
to cut off the salient which he had made in the
Allied line and again failed. His last offensive, east
and west of Rheirns, began on 15th July. At mid-
night on Sunday, 14th July, Paris was awakened by
the sound of great guns. At first she thought it an
air raid, but the blaze in the eastern sky showed that
business was afoot on the battlefield. She waited
for news with a solemn mind, for she knew that the
last stage of the struggle for her possession had
begun. Ludendorff, in fact, achieved nothing. He
succeeded in crossing the Marne, but Foch was
ready for him. He need no longer now wait on the
defensive. Moreover he had his reserve, and the
moment had come to use it. On 18th July he attacked
the right flank of the new German salient. Luden-
dorff halted and began to retire. It was the begin-
ning of his long retreat.

Foch at last had freedom of movement, for he had
with him now the new American army. Already
there were a million Americans in France. At
Chateau-Thierry in June an American contingent
had shown its worth, and on 15th July one American
division and elements of another had rolled back
the German assault. These were the troops who,
according to the German belief, would not land in
Europe unless they could swim like fishes or fly like
birds* Like the doubting noble of Samaria, the
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